
WHAT THEY DO: The Shark Free Marina 
Initiative has a singular purpose, to reduce 
worldwide shark mortality. Currently 
between 60 and 100 million sharks are 
slaughtered worldwide each year. This 
massive cull of apex predators poses a 
serious threat to the oceans health. 

Over the last 5 years the recreational fishery 
in the United States has harvested an average 
of ! a Million sharks per year, removing 
them from an already struggling breeding 
population Source. Shark Free Marinas will 
reduce the mortal take of sharks and 
encourage responsible use of our ocean.

The Shark Free Marinas Initiative encourages 
shark conservation at sport fishing and 
resort marinas by prohibiting the landing of 
any shark at the participating marina. With 
this initiative, fisherman will not be allowed 
to bring caught sharks into the participating 
marina for any purpose.

Participating marinas will encourage sport 
shark-fishermen to exercise catch-and-
release techniques. The acceptance of catch-
and-release fishing techniques represents an 
incremental step in protecting valuable 
marine resources as well as providing 
valuable data for research organizations.

Registering your Marina as a Shark Free 
Marina lets your patrons know your business 
is conscious of the threat that declining 
shark populations has on the oceans future 
health.

You will receive dock signs (marine grade 
aluminum 12"x18"), information packs as well 
as the right to use the Shark Free Marina 
logo on your website and advertising. Your 
business will also be listed in our Shark Free 
Marina directory.
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Luke Tipple - Director
Luke Tipple is a marine biologist, professional diver and 
production consultant from Australia. As a marine 
biologist he works with numerous species of sharks 
from top order predators such as the Great White and 
Tiger Shark to more gentle species like the filter-feeding 
Whale Shark. His accomplishments include writing 
tourism guidelines for Honduras, based on his field 
research, and safely guiding hundreds of clients while 
diving the infamous Guadalupe Island in Mexico, and 
Tiger Shark Beach in the Bahamas. 

Currently he resides in California and is a consultant for 
F i lm and Telev is ion programming (with 
SharkDivers.com) and is the media representative and 
Director of the Shark Free Marina Initiative.
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Shark-Free Marina in Action:
On the 4th of July, 2009 Harwich Port Boat Yard in Cape Cod Massachusetts resgistered as a Shark-Free marina.  This 
resulted in positive press in local papers such as The Cape Codder, Harwich Oracle and several online diver 
blogs.
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Image of article from the Harwich Oracle,  July 27th 2009.
This article also ran the previous week in The Cape Codder.
http://www.wickedlocal.com/bourne/news/x1543599258/Shielding-sharks-
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Shark- Free Marina is received well by 
editor Doug Olander of Sport Fishing :  The 
Magazine of Saltwater Fishing.


